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1 . This » ritten opinion Is the first drawn up by this international Preliminary Examining Authority. 

2. This : oinlon contains indications relating to the following items: 

I 3 Baste of the opinion 

II □ Priority 

III 3 Non-establlshmem of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

IV 3 Lack of unity of Invention 

V 3 Reasoned statement under Rule S6.2(a)(ft) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or Industrial applicability; 

citations and explanations supporting such statement 

V| 3 Certain documents otod 

VII J Certain defect* In the international application 

Vl|l 3 Certain observations on the international application 

3. The .* ppffcant Is hereby Invited to reply to this opinion. 

1 1 ? So© 0ie mo Hroft Indicated above. The applicant may , before the expiration of that time flmit, 
request this Authority to g'om an e*t»MJon, see Rula 662(d). 

By submitting a written reptyi accompanied, «h«rv appropriate, by amendment?, according to Rule 69.3. 
For the term and the language of the amendments, we flu I as 66.8 and ss,B, 

Alsc : For an additional opportunity to Wbm/t amendments, see Rule 66 A 

For The e>amin«rS obligation to consider amendments andbr anaiments, see Rule 68.4 bis. 
For an informal communication wflh the examiner, see Rule 66.5 

rf no i aply b filed, the International pretirohary oxammattcm rmpan win bo estafalfehed on the basis oftfw opinion. 

The I nal data by which the international preliminary 

ex* ? I nation report must be established according to Rule 69.2 Is: 26-01 .2005 
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International application No. PCT/GB 03)04025 



I. Basis ol fie opinion 

1 . With reg i -d to the element© or the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
fi£Jy 6A ing Office to response to an inviutrion under Article 74 ar* referred to in this opinion as "originally 



Descripian, Pages 

1-13 as originally filed 

Claims, .'lumbers 

1-15 as originally tiled 

Drawinci;, Sheets 

1/5-55 as originally filed 

2. With reg : rd to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
languagi » (n which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These e i menis were available or furnished to this Authority In the following language: B which is: 

□ the Jiguage of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)}, 

□ the J .nguage of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

D the • inguage of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Ruk* 55.2 and/br SS.3). 

3. With reg < rd to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
Internal » lal preliminary examination was carried out on the basfe of the sequence listing: 

□ corr 1 ;fned in the international application in written form. 

□ fitec ogether with the International application in computer readable form. 

□ turn i ;hed subsequently to this Authorfty in written torn. 

□ turn : »hcd subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in tr i • International application as Wad has been furnished. 

O The statement thai the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listii, i has been furnished, 

4. The ami tdments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the : ascription, pages: 

□ the:lalms, Nos.: 

□ the.rawings, sheets: 

5. □ Thfe opinion has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

beer considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 702(c)). 

S. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. Reason* 1 1 statement undar Rule 66.2(a)(1l) with regard to novelty! inventive step or industrial 
appIteaK I Ity; citation* and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statemen 

NoveBy^l) Cfacms 

fnventfve atep(IS) Claim* 1-3,10-15; No 

Industfa applicability (1A) Claims 

2. Citation? ind explanations 
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WRITT I :N OPINION International application No. PCT/GB03/04025 

SEPARATE SHEET 



D1 : P 3 tent Abstracts of Japan vol 1 998, no. 1 1 , 30.09.1 998 & JP-A-1 01 65288 
02: U:?-A-5078668 



Ad Section V: 



1 . C discloses an odour absorbing, air-permeable clothes cover comprising an 
u: woven cloth sewed on three sides to form an envelope for an item of clothing. 
1 He lower envelope edge is open and the top edge comprises an opening for a 
h linger. It follows that claim 1 differs from 01 in that an opening is formed on the 
ft ont surface extending directly from the lower opening, forming a pair of flaps in 
t ie front surface. According to the description, said novel features facilitate the 
s ocessibility of clothing within the cover. 

V 3 soive the same problem, D2 discloses a similar clothes cover (1 2) comprising 
s i elongate slit (26) covered by a flap (28). Thus, it is an obvious possibility for 
t ' e skilled person to apply the slit/flap arrangement of D2 to the cover of D1 and 
t • us arrive at the scope of claim 1 . It follows that claim 1 , as well as dependent 
(. alms 2, 3 and 1 0-1 4, fall to meet the requirements of Art. 33(3) PCT. This 
conclusion applies equaHy to method (use) claim 15. 

Furtn • r Comments: 
♦ 

1. '.'ontrary to the requirements of Ruie5.1(a)(H) PCT, the relevant background art 

• iisclosed in the documents 01 and D2 is not mentioned In the description, nor are 

• liese documents identified therein. 



2. " f he reference WO 98/303026 cited on page 6 is probably wrong. 
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